
Do you have the keys? 

Matthew 16: 14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, 

Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon 

Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and 

said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 

but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock 

I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give unto thee 

the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  

Apostle Peter was a fisherman along with his brother Andrew. According to the Bible they teamed 

up with Apostle John and his brother James who were in the fishing business together. We may not 

be fisherman but, we as Christians are supposed to be fishers of men. Look at verse 19 of Matthew 

16 again. Because Peter confessed that Jesus was the Christ Son of the living God, Jesus gave him 

the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  

What are the keys of the kingdom of heaven? Was Apostle Peter the only one to have them? No, 

Jesus gives them to those who make the same confession as Peter did. He gives keys to those who 

accept Christ as their Saviour. Jesus told Apostle Peter, upon this rock I will build my church.  

On the day of Pentecost Peter received the Holy Spirit. He preached and 3 thousand made a 

confession. Jesus allowed Peter to start building His church on that day, not a building but the church 

made of those who belong in the body of Christ. Bible says that Jesus is the cornerstone but, He 

allowed Peter to lay the first rock. The word of God opens the doors of the heart as the Holy Spirit 

reveals Jesus as the Son of God and we give the invitation. But keys are used to lock doors as well as 

open them. So what locks those doors of the heart of a human being? John 3:17 For God sent not his 

Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.18 He that 

believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 

not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. It is nonbelief. It is a simple statement of 

someone’s heart to say. I don’t believe it or I believe in God but I don’t believe in Jesus as being the 

Son of God. Sad but true, many say they do but in their heart they don’t believe in Jesus.  

When we confess the Lord Jesus and believe He is the Son of the living God as Peter did then, we 

will want to tell others. It’s hard to keep the goodness of God to ourselves. Now more than ever we 

need to tell everyone. Don’t bind it and leave it here on earth, let it loose and God will draw those to 

Him.  

Jesus said in John 6: 44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: 

and I will raise him up at the last day. Only Christ can change a character like Peter. Only Christ can 

change a character like me. Only Christ can change you. Have you confessed that Jesus is the Son of 

the living God? Do so today before it’s too late. (Romans 10:9-10)  
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